
CAPT. ROBERT WATT & JAMES KERR 

AUDITION EXCERPT 

—————— 
Please read for the character that you will be auditioning for; eg. Kerr’s lines if you are 
auditioning for Kerr. You will be expected to learn these lines by heart. There will be a reader 
in the room to read the other lines.  

There are two sections to this excerpt. Please prepare both. 

PART 1 
In this section, Watt and Kerr are discussing the stowaways just after they have all been discovered. 

Lights up on the Captain’s Cabin. WATT and KERR enter, in the midst of a conversation. 

KERR 
And the youngest two are eleven years old.  

WATT 
Eleven? They’re just bairns ! They shouldn’t be out of their maw’s arms.  1

KERR 
And there are seven of them. It’s too many. We can’t feed that many boys. 

WATT 
We’re going to have to. Give them half rations while they get their sea legs, 
then up it when they’re feeling better. 

KERR 
(After pausing deliberately) You must be eager to get home to Elizabeth. 

WATT 
As I always am.  

KERR 
You should stay home with her sometimes. She always needed company as a 
lass. I’ll man the ship.  

WATT 
No, this sea and ship is my life’s bones. But it’s a kind offer. (Pause as WATT 
expects KERR to leave and he doesn’t.) Anything else, Kerr? 

KERR 
No sir.  

Lights down on the Captain’s Cabin as KERR exits. 
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PART 2 
In this section, Watt and Kerr are discussing the stowaways, who have supposedly broken into a 
barrel of biscuits and eaten half of them. Kerr was the one to find the barrel and punished the 
stowaways as he saw fit.  

Lights up on WATT and KERR in the Captain’s Cabin.  

WATT 
Half a barrel of biscuits? 

KERR 
Broke into it, sir, and almost wrecked the lot. They’ve been punished. 

WATT 
Good. How so? 

KERR 
As I saw fit. 

WATT 
And how was that? 

KERR 
No food or water for twenty-four hours. They’re locked in the hold. We must be 
hard on them, sir. They came onboard without permission and are eating the 
provisions of our crew.  

WATT 
They’re just boys— 

KERR 
They’re stowaways. 

WATT 
Didn’t you ever stow away on a ship?  

KERR 
No, sir. 

WATT 
I did. It was one of the greatest adventures I’ve ever had. The Captain let me 
climb up to the crow’s nest to see the ocean. Ocean that kept going and going 
until it met the sky. That was when I decided I wanted to be a Captain. You 
didn’t ever stow away? 

KERR 
No, sir. I started as a ship’s boy. Onboard with permission.  

Lights down on WATT and KERR. 


