
JOHN PAUL & HUGH McEWAN 

AUDITION EXCERPT 

—————— 
Please read for the character that you will be auditioning for. You will be expected to learn 
these lines by heart. There will be a reader in the room to read the other lines.  

There are two sections to this excerpt. Please prepare both. 

PART 1 
In this section, McEwan is trying to convince John Paul to stow away. The two are best friends.  

Lights up on JOHN PAUL and McEWAN. 

JOHN PAUL 
You want to what?! 

McEWAN 
Come on, it’ll be fun. There’ll be endless views of the sunset, we’ll get muscles 
from the work, spend time bonding with the crew… we’ll be considered men! 
We might even see dolphins.  

JOHN PAUL 
You know what else there will be? Storms. And hard work. And sailors who 
aren’t nice. And seasickness. Hugh, I don’t think dolphins will make up for that. 

McEWAN 
Look, all we have to do is sneak aboard and hide until we’re further out to sea. 
(Pause.) You can be my first mate for real. It’ll be just like when we play pirates 
here, except we’ll be on an actual ship. With actual water surrounding us. It’s 
our dream! 

JOHN PAUL 
Hugh… Our families. What do we tell them? 

McEWAN 
Nothing.  

JOHN PAUL 
My paw will be pissed.  

McEWAN 
My paw’s dead, so… 

JOHN PAUL 
Hugh, I’m sorry. I…  



McEWAN 
We’d be home by the summer. 

JOHN PAUL 
(After a long pause.) I guess I’ve really got to call you Captain now. 

McEWAN 
(Excited and relieved.) Yes! Yes, yes — 

JOHN PAUL 
Alright, alright. Calm down.  

McEWAN 
This is going to be the biggest adventure. You’ll see.  

Lights down on McEWAN and JOHN PAUL. 

PART 2 
In this section, John Paul has just witnessed something on board the ship that has shaken him. He is 
scared and lashes out at McEwan, who is just trying to comfort him.  

JOHN PAUL and McEWAN enter, separately. 

McEWAN 
Blast it, I’ve been looking all over for you. What happened? 

JOHN PAUL 
It doesn’t matter.  

McEWAN 
You’re my first mate. Of course it matters. (Pause) Johnnie, what happened? 

JOHN PAUL 
Don’t call me that. 

McEWAN 
What, Johnnie? 

JOHN PAUL 
No. First mate. Don’t call me that.  

McEWAN 
Johnnie… 

JOHN PAUL 
(Abruptly) What? I don’t want to be your first mate anymore.  

McEWAN 
You can’t mean that— 



JOHN PAUL 
I do. I don’t want to be first mate to an eejit anymore.  

McEWAN 
I’m not an eejit. 

JOHN PAUL 
Yeah, you are. (Pause as McEWAN tries to work out how to respond) You know 
why? Because only an eejit would think stowing away on this ship would be a 
good idea. Do you remember what you said? To convince me? Muscles from 
the work, views of the sunset, dolphins— Damn it, dolphins? We’re going to die 
on this ship, Hugh. And it will be entirely your fault. 

A long moment of silence before McEWAN runs off and exits. Lights down on JOHN PAUL. 


