
BERNARD REILLY 

AUDITION EXCERPT 

—————— 
You will be expected to learn these lines by heart. There will be a reader in the room to read 
the other lines.  

There are two sections to this excerpt. Please prepare both. 

PART 1 
In this section, Reilly is trying to comfort Currie, another stowaway. Things have been getting worse 
on the ship.  

REILLY 
You’re quiet.  

CURRIE 
I’m usually quiet. 

REILLY 
This is a different quiet. This is a guilty quiet.  

CURRIE 
My father and Mr. Kerr are friends. He used to come round to our home for 
dinner and tell us all his wondrous, adventurous tales of the sea. But this isn’t a 
wondrous adventure. This is a nightmare.  

REILLY 
I know it must be hard. Knowing Kerr and also knowing us. Not knowing 
whose side to be on.  

CURRIE 
I’m on your side. Our side.  

REILLY 
Our side doesn’t have much time left.  

PART 2 
In this section, Reilly is talking to David and Bryson, who are proposing the idea of escaping across 
the ice. Watt enters the scene and tries to convince Reilly to do it.  

Lights up on DAVID and BRYSON. REILLY enters. 

BRYSON 
Look, what’s this about? 



REILLY 
I heard you two want off this ship. (Pause.) And you’re willing to escape over 
the ice.  

BRYSON 
We’re dying here.  

DAVID 
We haven’t told the younger ones. You’re the eldest. What say you? 

Long pause as REILLY thinks, contemplating the distant shore. 

REILLY 
I’ll think on it.  

DAVID and BRYSON exit, leaving REILLY to think. A moment passes and WATT enters slowly.  

WATT 
Twelve miles. (When REILLY whirls around in shock.) The shore. It’s twelve 
miles or so. (Long pause. WATTS pulls out a telescope.) Would you like to see? 

REILLY 
No, thank you.  

Long pause.  

WATT 
There are houses. And those who live in them. You’d be welcomed if you made 
it. And there’s another ship a few miles off. 

REILLY 
I have no interest in another ship.  

WATT 
Twelve miles is a long enough journey for any boy.  

REILLY 
I’m not a boy. I’m a man.  

WATT 
The rest of them aren’t.  

REILLY 
Twelve miles is not so far to go for boys who will die if they stay.  

WATT 
Let me know what you decide.  

REILLY nods and WATT exits. REILLY stands alone, looking over to the distant shore. Lights down 
on REILLY.  


